tation challenges, the book organizes its findings into chapters that include historical commentaries, maps, illustrations, sources, patriot names, and bibliographies. Chapters focus on Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. A chapter entitled "The Old Northwest" comprises Illinois, Kentucky, and Ohio. Additional chapters cover miscellaneous naval and military records, foreign allies, and the West Indies.
Seven appendices include a map of the slave population based on the 1790 census, Documenting the Color of Participants in the American Revolution, Names as Clues to Finding Forgotten Patriots, the Numbers of Minority Participants in the Revolution, a glossary, a master list of source abbreviations, and DAR contact information.
Copies of original documents from the National Archives and Records Administration provide readers with examples of various types of papers useful in research endeavors. However, the grayscale reproductions are hard to read due to their size, condition, and handwriting. The book concentrates on groups defined as African American, American Indian, or "mixed descent" with descriptors such as "mulatto" or "mustee." Others with African, Spanish, Portuguese, Azorean, Latin American, or mixed ancestry are also included because their names are indicators of African ancestry. The book provides additional terms, such as "Negro," "free," or "black complexion," to illustrate how an individual was described in eighteenth-century records. American Indian nations are included when specified. The editor states that a major challenge was that "while there are copious examples where a written description suggests a possible minority patriot when in fact subsequent research proves otherwise, it is much more difficult to identify a minority patriot whose description is devoid of any mention of color and whose name suggests European decadency.… It is well documented that by 1700, individuals of African descent had a presence in virtually every European country, often with names reflective of the local populace" (iv).
This complexity is illustrated with the records of Massachusetts, the most comprehensive state in identifying African American and American Indian soldiers, due to naming conventions and the 17-volume series Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War. Even with this comprehensive information, the Massachusetts chapter provides a separate section for men listed with "brown complexions" who were found to be white after further research. The editor explains, "The use of specific colors to describe an individual is usually the observation of a 'white' man describing another man and trying to create distinctions between individuals. Because specific and designated terms such as 'Negro,' 'mulatto,' 'mustee,' 'black man,' etc., were used to describe individuals of African descent or partial African descent, the use of terms such as 'ruddy,' 'sandy, ' 'light,' 'dark,' etc. usually refers to someone of European descent in an attempt to describe better [than] variations in skin tone lumped together by some as 'white'" (138).
The biggest drawback of the book is its lack of copyediting. Its formatting and spelling errors make one wonder if the list of patriots could be filled with inaccuracies as well.
Despite ISBN 9787843345626) . This is a book that covers the development of a system for doing research and e-science in all academic disciplines. Using the term "virtual research environments" (VREs), the author explains how Web-based services should be loosely combined into portals to provide a comprehensive infrastructure for the support of research across all academic disciplines. The author feels that such
